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i^ti-gay activist plans protests

over Boyd County school group

ByMARKPITSCH
inpft8ch@courler-ioumal.com

The Courier-Journal

A Kansas minister known for his i
aggressive anti-gay rhetoric plans
protests next month against a Boyd :
County High School gay-rights stu
dent group and what hesays isweak ,
opposition to the group among local
pastors. I

Fred W. Phelps, pastor of West-1
boro Baptist Church inTopeka, will

Boytl County on Jan.13, according tohis daughter.
Shiriey Phelps-Roper, the church's
attorney.

•^e pickets will target Boyd Coun
ty High School's Gay-Straight Alli

ance as well as the churches ofpas-
alliance but haveurged Phelps to stay away. Phelns-

Roper said yesterday.
"It's n(rt good enough to say I op-

EpfS ^Straight Alliance. Youneed to tell them why they're
wrong," Phelps-Roper said ^

T'™ Heri-Will Baptist
rnmS^JA n^jjc ui^ged Phelps not tocome to Boyd County because the

tn h2?^1? ?°i! week
!hJSC ®'! from coflnty schools,
mp^Hni alliance frommating on school grounds.

Sturcillmade the same aigument to Phelps in
ane-mail message, saying that while

he opposed homosexuality he dis
agreedwith Phelps'virulent rhetoric.

"We're afraid if Mr. Phelps shows
up there could be trouble, Sturgill
said in an interview.

Jenny Reese, whose daughter Lena
is an alliance member at the school,
said her daughter is frightened by the
prospect of Phelps' protests.

"She's scared for her safety,"
Reese said.

Phelps was in Lexington last
monthto protest the baptism of quad
ruplets who were adopted by a gay
couple. There were counter-protests,
but no one was arrested.

Originally, Phelps' churchplanned
to protest outside Boyd CountyHigh
and the school district office on Jan.

3. But Phelps-Roper said yesterday
that after receiving messages from lo
calministers andSturgill asking him
notto come, thegroup decided to re
vise its plans and spend two days

^"^On^Jan." 11, Phelps and his follow
ers will protest the anti-discrimina-
tion policy at Marshall University in
Huntinrton,W.Va., she said.

Lt. Tim Hogg ofthe Kentuclw State
Police in Ashland said Boyd County
and school board attorneys are re
viewing state law to determine
whether Phelps can be prevented
from protesting on school grounds.
Hogg said churches are considered
private property, although Phelps and
his followers can protest on nearby

public property.
Bill Capehart, the district's super

intendent, said he doesn't want
Phelps on school property.

Meantime, the American Civil Li
berties Union, which is representing
the alliance, is studying legal options
after the board's decision to ban all
school clubs, said James Esseks, liti
gation director for the ACLU's lesbi
an and gay rights project.

Esseks said the decision is the first
time in his experience that a school
banned all clubs to prevent a gay-
rights group from meeting.

Under the federal Equal Access
Act, schools must let all noncurricu-
lar clubs meet on school grounds if
they let any such club meet at school.


